
As an experienced volunteer driver for the American Red Cross for over 10 years, Ken Wendt was 
instrumental in helping Door-Tran launch a Veteran Volunteer Transportation Program in 2011. He 
continues to be a volunteer driver (over 17 years combined) to help Door County residents get where 
they need to go. Ken can also be called a volunteer recruiter! During his time with Door-Tran, he is 
responsible for recruiting six additional volunteers. 
 
In addition to our nominees help in starting a Veteran Volunteer Transportation Program, he also 
assisted with the startup of the County-Wide Volunteer Transportation Program in 2012. For this 
program, volunteers provide rides using their personal vehicle, which is different from the Veteran 
Program where volunteers transport using a County vehicle. Our nominee said, “what’s the difference if 
I’m driving a County van or my own, the person needs a ride either way”.  
 
On average, our nominee donates over 70 hours per year as a volunteer driver. This is a lot of time 
considering that he donates many hours as the Chairman of the Hospital and Service Foundation for 
AMVETS Wisconsin for the last 17 years and has been a member of the Recreation Committee for the 
local AMVETS organization since 1972. Our nominee also sits on the Door County Veterans Services 
Office Committee and takes the lead for many events and fundraisers.   
 
A room at the Wisconsin Veteran Home at King has been dedicated in our nominees name due to the 
work and what he has done in the above organizations and the following. He is the President of 
Wisconsin Veterans Service Commissioners and has served on the Board for six years and on the 
Committee for King for almost 40 years. He has been bringing veterans donations of clothes, supplies, 
money and mobility devices to King since 1973. Each trip also includes some social interactions with 
Door County veterans who reside at King.  
 
In addition to being a volunteer driver and our nominees vast support of the veteran community, he has 
been instrumental in ensuring veterans receive safe and dependable wheelchairs as an active member 
of the Mobility 4 Vets. Mobility 4 Vets is a group that refurbishes donated wheelchairs and gets them to 
a veteran in need. Our nominee has traveled many miles to pick up and drop off wheelchairs for this 
program.  
 
Door-Tran has had the opportunity to navigate transportation for three Door County veterans to 
participate in the Honor Flight program. Transport for this can be tricky because leave time is around 3 
a.m. to make the flight and after 9 p.m. for the return flight. These times are outside of Door-Tran’s 
regular program hours. When our nominee heard that these veterans needed help, he immediately 
jumped on board! Thanks to him, we were successful in meeting the needs. One of the veteran’s 
grandkids surprised him at the memorials in D.C. and our nominee was the first one to hear the great 
stories.   
 
Our nominee is also very active at St. Paul Lutheran Church on various committees and has served on 
the Council. Because of his years of service and big heart, he tells us “everyone deserves to live life to 
the fullest and to have second chances”. I know that we only know of a portion of what he is doing in 
the community, this is why we are nominating him for the Lifetime of Service category.   


